Anatolian geography is the meeting and integration point of
civilizations, and each land in Anatolia has its own history. These lands
have witnessed one of the important periods of human history. We are
the most vital bridge between east and west. This is the secret of our
country’s ability to shape the future. We are one of the rare countries
carrying the traditional accumulation to a universal position. We are
putting these values into common use of the humanity.
So we are contributing to the future of the world. For this reason, our
museums are the memory of humanity. We think that museums are
not only simple exhibitions; they are the meeting point of the past and
the future. They are enlightening every area of life, including literature,
art and technology. Turkey is also one of the “museum countries” of
the world and Bursa is the open air museum of Turkey...
Common objective of Bursa museums are to promote cultural,
historical, social and economic richness of the city and guide the future
citizens. Within the scope of this objective, each kind of documents,
objects, books, visual materials, voice and video records related to
Bursa are kept in this museum.
As Bursa Metropolitan Municipality, we continue to provide service in
our existing museums, as well as opening the new ones for the city.
“Bursa Museum of Migration” is one of the museum chains in Bursa.
As a result of demographic movements taking place for about 150 years,
Bursa is called as a migrant city. Bursa Museum of Migration, of which
consultant is Prof. Dr. Yusuf Oğuzoğlu and, of which curator is Ahmet
Erdönmez, aims to tell the history of this demographic movement
which took place after natural necessities, wars or pressures in 8.500year city history. In our museum, which has interactive sections with
the usage of various technological equipment, there are animations
showing the migrations from Balkan, Crimea and Caucasia to Bursa
and sufferings of these migration journeys.
I would like to present my respects in the belief that Bursa Museum of
Migration will contribute to our city and country.

MUSEUM OF MIGRATION
The museum has been designed in chronological order to
illustrate wave after wave of migration across Anatolia and the
stories of the people as they sought new homes.
Migration is often a bitter story remembered through the stories of
people who had to leave their homelands behind and start their
lives over. Considering the perils of the journey and the difficulties
at the destination, migration is a formidable human experience.
Findings and documents on migration also shed light on the
cultural history of Bursa.
Migration was a factor that reinforced the Turkish nomadic culture.
Turkic tribes migrated from Central Asia to Anatolia, Balkans and
Europe. The phrase “Horse is the Turk’s wing” found in one of
the oldest written works in Turkish, explains how Turkic peoples
were always on the move. In the lifestyle known as Mounted
Nomadic, every detail focused on mobility. The nomadic culture
is readily apparent in Turkish food. Cured meats, yogurt and
other preservable foods are among Turkish favorites to this day.
Woven carpets and rugs, everyday items in a nomadic life, are still
ubiquitous in Turkish homes.
Our museum was designed to enrich culture and arts in Bursa, and
to enliven social and cultural life. It was built in 2014 as a project
for preserving and promoting the cultural heritage of Bursa.
Before proceeding with the tour, you may visit the screening room
where you can watch the stories of people migrating to Anatolia
from the Balkans, Caucasus and Crimea. We recommend viewing
this eight-minute film for a powerful start to your tour.
Booklets on the museum printed in Turkish Braille are available for
sight-impaired visitors. Hearing-impaired visitors may follow the
Turkish sign language narration in the film shown in the screening
room towards the exit.

FIRST MIGRANTS, FIRST
SETTLEMENTS
The first signs of settlement in Bursa are prehistoric. Recent
archeological discoveries provided a wealth of information about
people who settled in Bursa in prehistoric times. An excavation in the
Şahinkaya Caverns 20 kilometers away from Bursa revealed stone
tools and animal bones that were dated between 40,000 and 100,000
BC. These artifacts show that there were people in this region during
the Middle Paleolithic Age. Remains of horses, wild goat, sheep and
other herbivores suggested that the first settlers in Bursa were hunter
societies. The cabinet on the left houses some examples of the artifacts
recovered during excavations.
It is known that the Bretons, who have a history of 3000 years and
more, have migrated from Europe to the west coast of Black Sea first,
and then settled in the outskirts of Bursa. Renowned ancient historians
Herodotus and Strabo were the first to mention the Bretons in history.
Also known as the Nomadic Tribe of Thrace, Bretons built extensive
relationships with the peoples living in the region and founded one of
the largest kingdoms of the times.
Uludağ, the highest peak in the Marmara Region, is Mount Olympus
itself, or the Mountain of the Gods. There were over fifty churches
and monasteries built in the area, and the hot springs of the region
were frequently visited by the nobility. It is known that nobles and
clergymen from Constantinople, today’s Istanbul, took boat trips to
visit the hot springs here.
Another glorious period in the history of Bursa begins when the city
swears allegiance to the Romans in 73 BC. The loyalty of the city
to Rome was appreciated and the city was given near-complete
autonomy. It was during this period that the Temple of Zeus and his
statues were relocated to prominent parts of the city. Emperor Trajan
extended gifts and tax exemptions to Bursa, making the
city a great place to live in.

PRE-OTTOMAN BURSA
Bursa was a center of attention long before becoming a Turkish
settlement. Today’s Mudanya and Gemlik were natural harbors
and busy trade ports. With greater demand in Southern Marmara
produce, trade routes were developed between the fertile lands of
the region and the cities in the Aegean for these goods.
Around 180 BC, the Breton kingdom conquered the area and
decided to settle a city here owing to the increased significance
of the location. Bretons held lands from Western Black Sea to
the present-day İznik, and inside their dominion were valuable
places. King Prusias I discovered the importance of the valley in
the foothills of Mount Olympus, between the present-day rivers of
Kocaçay and Simav-Susurluk.
King Prusias I, who lived around the same time as the great
Carthaginian commander Hannibal, chose the location of the city.
Construction of walls began in 183 BC, in the area that is known as
Hisar today. Closely following this, the Turkic Karaman tribe, clans
of Roma from Thrace, and Jewish communities migrated into the
area. The community also included Jews migrating from Spain as
well as Armenians.
The Seljuks gained influence in Anatolia towards the end of
the 11th century. Contrary to ordinary practice, they allowed
all segments of the society to own property and have a decent
quality of life. This was noticed by the people of the region who
were under the oppression of Byzantine rule. The new mode
of government that did not harm non-Muslims and provided
freedom of faith helped Seljuks and the sultanates
expand across Anatolia.

OTTOMAN BURSA
Bursa was conquered in 1299, before the
Ottoman Sultanate became an Empire. The
area between Bilecik, İnegöl and Yenişehir
was conquered by Osman Bey, the son of
Ertuğrul Gazi, who fortified the area as a

forward outpost. After a series of successful
wars and sieges against Bithynian provinces
of Nicomedia and Bursa, the Turkmen finally
dominated extensive lands that included
Bursa.

Ottoman historian Aşıkpaşazade gives
a detailed account of the siege and its
aftermath. According to the historian, who
lived in the 1400s, Bursa was a heavily
fortified city that could not be stormed.
He says that before setting siege to Bursa,
the surrounding areas and villages were
conquered first, followed by building
roads and outposts in the region as well as
arming villagers.
Bursa lived through a period of rapid
development and improvement until
the conquest of Constantinople. Being

the capitol, Bursa witnessed a series of
momentous events that could be expected
in a young state, and became the scene
where the bricks were laid for an empire
that would later rule the world.
Bursa also became a center of attention
from the Islamic world as scholars from
Bukhara and Samarkand arrived in the city.
Below the screen is an artist’s conception
of the Palace of the Bey, used as the seat of
power when Bursa was the capital.

EXPANSION TO THE
BALKANS
This section of the museum illustrates the story of Turkic communities
that reached beyond Bursa into the Balkans and started building cultural
bridges with the region.
The official presence of the Ottomans in mainland Europe began with the
conquest of the Çimpe Castle in Gallipoli in 1352. The region, known as
Rumeli to the Ottomans, underwent significant changes with resettlement
policies after the conquest of Constantinople. The safety of the people was
observed during conquests and measures were taken to ensure that the
populations of surrendered cities did not come to harm.
The migration policy of the Ottoman State is closely reflected in the waves
of migration across the Balkans. Anatolian populations were resettled
in the Balkans due to a shortage of arable land. The settlement of newlyconquered territories by Turkmens coming from Anatolia served the
purpose of Turkifying the region. Destroyed cities were revitalized and
orderly areas of settlement were built. New shrines, cloisters and other
religious structures prevalent in Anatolian culture were built in conquered
lands for Islamic scholars and Sufi followers. Merchants were encouraged to
settle in these areas both to rebuild the economy and to develop social and
cultural life. This required the building of utilities and public works such
as foundations, inns, bazaars, stores and public baths. Ottoman structures
helped to shape the new city of the age and brought a new social and
economic order to the region.
The policies of migration and resettlement in the Balkans also led to the
rise of many military, political and artistic leaders that changed the course
of Turkish history. Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, Field-Marshall Fevzi Çakmak,
and National Anthem poet Mehmet Akif Ersoy are among individuals who
have roots in the Balkans.
The helmet, sword and armor you see in the first cabinet were crafted
for use in the popular TV series Magnificent Century, and donated to
the museum after use. The seventeenth-century shield in this section is
borrowed from the collection of Ahmet Erdönmez.

MIGRATION DURING
THE BALKAN AND
1ST WORLD WARS
Waves of migration occurred through Ottoman history due to conquests, trade relationships
and social changes. However, there were times when wars and the resulting devastation left no
choice for people but to migrate. The province of Danube in the Balkans was a major Turkish
settlement and one of the wealthiest provinces of its time. Divisive policies in the 19th century
led this once-peaceful settlement where people of different faiths and cultures coexisted into
the turmoil of religious politics and internal conflict.
The first case of forced migration occurred in the aftermath of the Russo-Ottoman War, also
known as the War of ‘93. The war took place between 1877 and 78 in the Gregorian calendar.
However, it is called the War of ‘93 in Turkey because its Hijri year of occurrence was 1293. Prior
to the war, Russian tactics to incite revolt in the populace included education, culture, press,
and means of propaganda. When incidents of insurgency were either pre-empted or repressed
before catching millions their wake, Russia realized that these tactics would bear no fruit, and
declared war against the Ottoman Empire.

After the war, people started migrating into Anatolia. Many had to leave their homes behind
because of wars, persecution or exile. During the emigration of Balkan populations to Anatolia,
Bursa became a safe haven for the refugees.
Several waves of migration into the region occurred in the aftermath of the War of ‘93 and
World War I, as well as population exchanges in 1889 and during the Republic. All of them are
marked in the book of history with bitter stories.
Migration was covered by a Bulgarian traveler, named Kinchkov, who was visiting the area.
Kinchkov writes that the population of Bursa nearly doubled when forty thousand war refugees
were settled in the city within a month after the war.
The cabinet on the right houses authentic clothing items worn by rural and urban populations
in the Balkans during the 20th century. The certificates on the wall are various diplomas and
recognitions.
The exhibit on the right illustrates emigration by train. Suitcases and personal effects are
authentic objects of the time. The rugs, bathb towels, woolen socks and other items in the
center cabinet were donated by 19th and 20th century emigrants.

MIGRATION IN THE REPUBLIC

The Turkish-Bulgarian Friendship Agreement made by the Republic aimed to regulate
migration from the Balkans. Both sides agreed to allow voluntary emigrants to settle in their
countries. Emigrants were allowed to take their assets with them and liquidate their properties.
The first emigrants to arrive in Bursa were groups of Albanian and Pomak descent from
Bulgaria and Skopje. Ethnic Turks were settled in villages; sometimes new villages were
founded to house them. Throughout the 1930s, Anatolia received 17,000 immigrants per year
on average. In total, more than two hundred thousand people emigrated. Although initially the
exchanges were made within friendship agreements, persecution of ethnic Turks in Bulgaria in
later years forced others to emigrate to Turkey. Ten thousand new immigrants arrived in Bursa
in the 1950s and were settled in various districts of the city.
One such emigrant who fled persecution and moved to Bursa is Hörü Gümüşdere, who
emigrated from the Eğridere village in Bulgaria. She tells that half of their crops and all of their
animals were sequestered during World War II. Saying that she gave birth to a baby during the
devastating journey, she continues her heart-wrenching story:

“It took us five months to travel from Bulgaria to Bursa. The year must have been 1951. We had
very little money. We were in very poor shape. I couldn’t change my son for days. He cried all
the time as we moved. In the village of Bayramiç, a young woman asked why he was crying.
I told her that I hadn’t been able to give him a change for days. She invited me to her house
to change the baby. My mother-in-law didn’t want me to go but I couldn’t take the crying of
my baby any longer, so I went. They had warned us that there were child kidnappers on the
way. That is why we were scared. But that young woman proved to be a great person: she
bathed my baby and wrapped him in a new swaddle. He calmed down and fell asleep almost
immediately.”
The objects in the train exhibit are authentic items that have been donated to our museum for
their high emotional value. They were brought by emigrants from Bulgaria, Greece, Kosovo,
Bosnia and Crete to Bursa. The rugs behind the old sewing machine are hand woven.
The cabinet on the left houses clothing items typical of rural and urban populations in the 20th
century.

1989 EXODUS
The most recent emigration to Anatolia is the Bulgarian “Exodus” of
1989. This movement is rooted in the racist policies of the communist
government that came to power in Bulgaria in the 1950s. The state sought
to assimilate the Turks living in the region through severe persecution.
Customs and practices of ethnic Turks were banned, and hostilities erupted
with village raids in later years.
The extent of discrimination forced people to emigrate to Turkey using
trains or their own cars, and movement continued until 1993. Thousands
had to leave their birthplace, their home and all their wealth behind and
come to Anatolia. The 1978 Lada displayed here is one of the symbols of
the Bulgarian Exodus of 1989, taking people back to those days. Over two
hundred thousand ethnic Turks traveled to Turkey in cars very much like
these until the end of 1990. Some fifty thousand of the immigrants were
settled in Bursa.

EXCHANGE
Until the Balkan Wars and World War
I, peoples of different religions and
ethnicities used to coexist peacefully in
Anatolia. The conflict and tension brought
by the two wars pushed societies apart.
Under Greek occupation in Bursa, divides
erupted between the ethnic Greek,
Armenian and Muslim communities
that had been living peacefully for
centuries. The wire fence here is the most
heartbreaking symbol of borders that are
impossible to cross and journeys that are
difficult to complete for migrants.

World War I devastated the Ottoman Empire both militarily and politically. Facing occupation
after losing the war, the Ottomans were forced to sign severe treaties in Paris in 1919. Among
the provisions of the treaties was the occupation of most of Western Anatolia by Allied forces.
Determined not to let its motherland fall, the Turkish nation rallied around Mustafa Kemal, and
started the War of Independence, which ended in a decisive defeat for the Greek occupation
forces. Greece had to end its occupation in Bursa and Izmir, and the majority of ethnic Greeks
living in the two cities emigrated to Greece. The arrival of over one million refugees from
Anatolia was an immense burden on the Greek economy. This was brought up by Greece
during the talks for the Lausanne Peace Treaty in 1923. In a separate treaty incorporated
into the Lausanne Peace Treaty, it was agreed that a population exchange would take place
between ethnic Turks in Greece and ethnic Greeks in Turkey. Exceptions were the Greek
Orthodox community in Istanbul and the Muslim community in Western Thrace. Bursa was
of special preference for emigrants. People arrived in Bursa from villages in Greece and even
some Aegean islands.

BOOK OF A GREEK GROCER
The grocer’s book in the first cabinet is dated to 1880 and is an impressive
document and exhibit that is a stark reminder of the conditions prevalent
at the time. The book was kept by a Greek grocer who had a shop in the
Trilye village of Mudanya to track the debts of his customers. The poverty
and deprivation of the time becomes apparent in the lines of the book. It
also tells us about which items were consumed the most during those days.
An enlarged copy of the book and its translation can be viewed to the left of
the cabinet.
The clothing items displayed here are from the Balkans. All of them are
authentic items that are at least 100 years old. The gold-embroidered dress
has distinctive handiwork. This dress is native to Thrace and is designed to
be worn on special days.

CAUCASIAN MIGRATION
AND MESHKETI TURKS
MUHAMMED EMİN PASHA
Emigration from the Caucasus began with the
Russo-Turkish Wars, and escalated under Russia’s
persecution policies. Among the Turkic peoples that
sought refuge in Anatolia in those years are Meshketi,
Abhaz, Daghestan, Georgian and Circassian Turks.
This section of the museum focuses on the ordeals of
these peoples.
In the aftermath of the War of ‘93, Russia heavily
persecuted the Muslim populations living in occupied
territory, closing their schools and opening their own
schools instead. Religion was under similar pressure
as the office of Mufti was abolished and properties
that belonged to foundations were sequestered.
Some of the Muslim population was exiled into the
harsh territories in central Russia. The situation was
bleak for peoples that had supported the Ottoman
Empire in the war. They were forced out of their homes and fled to Anatolia. By some accounts,
the Tsar regime in Russia forced one and a half million people to emigrate. According to records,
however, only four hundred thousand refugees entered the country. Traveling extreme distances
across mountainous terrain in ox and horse carts similar to the ones in the exhibit, thousands of
children, elderly and sick people died on the journey. There is no information about the fates of
thousands of others.
Yet, suffering is not the only thing remembered about these journeys. Some proud acts of
heroism have also carried forward in history. One Caucasian hero who later lived in Bursa is
Muhammed Emin Pasha, a deputy of Imam Shamil who led the Caucasian resistance against
Russia. He traveled to Anatolia regularly, bringing news from Imam Shamil to the Ottoman
government. After Imam Shamil surrendered to the Russians under certain guarantees and
conditions, Muhammed Emin Pasha settled in the Armutköy village of Bursa and died there at
the age of 107.

The objects in front of the ox and horse cart exhibit are authentic items brought by Caucasian
immigrants to Bursa. The cabinet on the left has items specific to the life in Caucasia. These
objects were donated by migrants who visited our museum. The sword, dagger and weapons on
the wall are from the collection of Ahmet Erdönmez. The mother-of-pearl inlaid rifles and swords
are dated to the 19th century.

TATAR CRIMEAN
MIGRATION AND
KIRIMOĞLU
This section of the museum focuses on the
migration of Hun Turks and other Turkic tribes
in 5th century AD. Turks and other peoples
living in Crimea on the north coast of Black
Sea were persecuted and forced to emigrate
by the Russians after the 18th century. Among
the migrants were Kipchak, Pechenek,
Kuman, Avar, Oghuz and Tatar tribes.
Lack of arable land, economic depression and
wars accelerated emigration from Crimea.
According to numbers, the Russo-Ottoman
War had just as severe an impact on the
Crimean Tatar people as it did on Caucasian
Muslims and Bulgarian Turks. Expelled from
their homeland, Crimean Tatars arrived by
ship in cities like Istanbul, Trabzon, Sinop,
Batumi and Rize. Quarantines were set up in
ports to guard against contagious disease,
and some people were sent to Bursa for
treatment.

The objects in the cabinets are items from a typical Caucasian dowry, distinguished by their
unique features. This section also displays the life and some personal effects of Mustafa
Abdulcemil Kırımoğlu, a legendary leader of Crimean Tatars. The ship exhibit on the right
houses a number of authentic everyday items. These were donated by Crimean
emigrants in Bursa.

FOUR VALUABLE
CITIZENS OF BURSA
Bursa lived through great changes and waves of migration to become what
it is today. The documents and objects displayed here tell us of political,
social, economic and demographic changes. The embellished saddlebags,
covers, sacks and special clothing items in the second and third cabinets
are a selection of items donated by Balkan emigrants to Bursa in the 20th
century. The first cabinet houses family heirlooms donated by members of
the Balkan Executives, Industrialists and Businessmen’s Society of Bursa.
Also exhibited are the personal effects of Mümin Gençoğlu, former deputy
and founder of the Balkan Migrants Federation. Other items belong to three
distinguished members of Bursa’s business circles: Durmazlar Holding
Founder Ali Durmaz, Sönmez Holding Founder Ali Osman Sönmez, and
businessman Şükrü Şankaya.
Bursa is nurtured by its culture of coexistence. Agriculture and tourism have
made this city a center of attraction throughout history, and it remains so,
as it is the cultural richness brought by its founders and its immigrants that
keeps this city thriving.
The information screens in the center is where you can access all
information, news and events about the museum. To the right of the
screens, you can view a chronological account of demographic, economic,
geographical, political and sociological changes in Bursa from the Republic
to the present.
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